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other people seem almost to choke all pure religious
ideas.5

"Waitz himself considers Wilson's book on West
Africa, its History, Condition, and Prospects (1856),
as one of the best, but he has collected his materials
likewise from many other sources, and particularly
from the accounts of missionaries. Wilson was the
first to point out that what we have chosen to call
fetishism, is something very distinct from the real
religion of the negro. There is ample evidence to
show that the same tribes, who are represented as
fetish-worshippers, believe either in gods, or in a
supreme good God, the creator of the world, and that
they possess in their dialects particular names for
him.

Sometimes it is said that no visible worship is paid
to that Supreme Being, but to fetishes only. This,
however, may arise from different causes. It may
arise from an excess of reverence, quite as much as
from negligence. Thus the Odjis * or Ashantis call
the Supreme Being by the same name as the sky,
but they mean by it a personal God, who, as they
say, created all things, and is the giver of all good
things. But though he is omnipresent and omni-
scient, knowing even the thoughts of men, and pitying
them in their distress, the government of the world
is, as they believe, deputed by him to inferior spirits,
and among these again it is the malevolent spirits
only who require worship and sacrifice from man2.

Cruickshank3 calls  attention to the same feature

1  Waitz, ii. p. 171.

2  Eiis, 'Baseler Missions-Magazin,' 1847, iv. 244, 248.
8 Cruickshank, p. 217, quoted by Waitz, ii. p. 172.